
 
The Wisconsin open meetings law requires that the Board, or Board Committee, only take action on subject matter that is noticed on their respective agendas.  Persons wishing to place items on the 
agenda should contact the District Office at 715-424-6701, at least seven working days prior to the meeting date for the item to be considered.  The item may be referred to the appropriate committee or 
placed on the Board agenda as determined by the Superintendent and/or Board president. 
 
With advance notice, efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of persons with disabilities by providing a sign language interpreter or other auxiliary aids, by calling 715-424-6701. 
 
School Board members may attend the above Committee meeting(s) for information gathering purposes.  If a quorum of Board members should appear at any of the Committee meetings, a regular 
School Board meeting may take place for purposes of gathering information on an item listed on one of the Committee agendas.  If such a meeting should occur, the date, time, and location of the 
Board meeting will be that of the particular Committee as listed on the Committee agenda. 

 

AGENDA 

 
Wisconsin Rapids Board of Education 

Educational Services Committee 
510 Peach Street · Wisconsin Rapids, WI  54494 · (715) 424-6701 

 
Anne Lee, Chairman 

John Benbow, Jr. 
Katie Bielski-Medina 

Larry Davis 
Sandra Hett 

Mary Rayome 
John Krings, President 

 
 
 
 
LOCATION:  Board of Education, 510 Peach Street, Wisconsin Rapids, WI 
            Conference Room A/B 
 
TIME:  Immediately following the Business Services Committee and Personnel Services  
    Committee meetings, but not before 6:15 p.m. 

 
I. Call to Order 

 
II. Public Comment 

 
III. Actionable Items 

 
A. Elementary Report Cards 
B. Civics Exam Administration 

 
IV. Updates 

 
A. Performing Arts Center (PAC)  
B. Elementary Charter School Reports (Mead and THINK) 
C. Curriculum Proposals:  Modifications and New Courses 

1. Principles of Physics I & II 
2. Principles of Chemistry I & II 
3. Grade 7-8 Mathematics 
4. Outdoor Education (Winter) & Individual and Dual Winter Lifetime 

D.  6-9 Schedule Modifications 
E.  Wisconsin Student Assessment System (WSAS) Update 

 
V. Consent Agenda Items 

 
VI. Future Agenda Items/Information Requests 
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LOCATION: Board of Education, 510 Peach Street, Wisconsin Rapids, WI 
   Conference Room A/B 
 
TIME: Immediately following the Business Services Committee and Personnel Services  
  Committee meetings, but not before 6:15 p.m. 
 

 
I. Call to Order 

 
II. Public Comment 

 
III. Actionable Items 

 
A. Elementary Report Cards 

 
In May of 2015, the Educational Services Committee and Board of Education approved 
the use of trimester progress reporting for students in grades 4K-5 beginning in the 
2015-16 school year.  Since that time the District Assessment Committee has worked 
hard to create a format that would effectively communicate with parents/guardians and 
students about the achievement of specific learning goals and inform about them about 
their student’s progress.  During the months of May and June, over 70 elementary 
teachers, administrators and curriculum chairs began the process of writing assessment 
standards for the report card.  During the months of September and October, all ele-
mentary teachers provided feedback, and the final proposal for elementary report cards 
is set out in Attachment A.   
 
Elementary teachers are receiving training on how to complete these report cards in 
Skyward during after school meetings, and on the November 2 Professional Day. 
Parents/guardians will receive a letter about the new progress report format in early 
November.  The template will be shared with parents at November Parent Teacher 
Conferences.  Finally, in early December, parents/guardians will receive a letter and 
instructions on how to access their child’s Progress Report in Skyward.  Parents will 
complete an electronic signature box to communicate that they have reviewed their 
child’s report card.  They will be given the option of receiving a paper copy of the report 
card and this will be communicated to them via the two letters. 
 
The primary changes to the updated progress reports are as follows: 
 
(1) The report cards will be completed on Skyward and parents will access them elec-

tronically. 

BACKGROUND 
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(2) The assessment standards that teachers are evaluating on the report card better 
represent Wisconsin Rapids Public School’s (WRPS) elementary curriculum and 
assessments. 

(3) Students are assessed on a scale with three levels instead of four. 
(4) Fifth grade students will no longer receive letter grades. 

 
The Council for Instructional Improvement (CII) discussed and voted on this proposal on 
October 28, 2015.  The results are set out in Attachment B.   
 
The administration recommends the approval of the 4K-5 report cards set out in 
Attachment A for implementation to begin at the end of the first trimester of the 2015-16 
school year.   
 

B. Civics Exam Administration 
 
Beginning with the class of 2017 (current juniors), all students must pass the Naturali-
zation Test administered by the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services.  The format 
and administration of the test is left to the discretion of individual school districts, how-
ever the test questions should not be altered.  Students may take the test as many 
times as necessary to receive a passing score.  Special Education students need only 
take the test, not pass it, to receive credit for graduation.  Students who do not have 
English as their first language may elect to take the test in their own language.  The 
Social Studies CII sub-committee and grades 6 – 12 Social Studies teachers have met 
to decide administration guidelines for the Civics Exam for students in WRPS.  
Attachment C sets out those guidelines.  Attachment D sets out the test that the 
students in WRPS will take. 
 
The CII discussed and voted on the proposed guidelines on October 28, 2015.  The 
results are set out in Attachment C.   
 
The administration recommends the approval of the guidelines set out in Attachment C 
for administration of the Civics Exam to students in WRPS. 
 

IV. Updates 
 
A. Performing Arts Center (PAC) General Equipment and Wireless Intercom System 

 
Eric Brittnacher, PAC Director, will be present to explain current and future activities 
involving the PAC.   
 

B. Elementary Charter School Reports (Mead and THINK) 
 
Margie Dorshorst, Principal of Mead Elementary Charter School and Roxanne Filtz, 
Principal of THINK Academy will be present along with staff members from their 
schools, to update the Board Committee on their Charter School goals for 2015-16 and 
accomplishments from 2014-15. 
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C. Curriculum Proposals:  Modifications and New Courses 

 
Board Policy 332 Experimental/Innovative Programs, Board Policy 332.1 – Exhibit 1-
Process Guidelines for Requesting New Courses Form, and Board Policy 332.2 – 
Exhibit 2- Process Guidelines for Pilot Programs or Curriculum Modifications Form, set 
out the requirements for proposals to add or modify courses or curriculum in WRPS. 
Any proposals for course or curriculum additions or modifications are submitted to the 
Director of Curriculum and Instruction for consideration no later than the end of Sep-
tember. In addition, before being submitted for consideration, such proposals must be 
reviewed by relevant CII Sub-Committees and building leadership committees. After 
review by the necessary committees, proposals are brought to the District CII Commit-
tee for review in October. The CII then casts an advisory vote on each proposal.  
Curriculum proposals are brought to the Educational Services Committee for review in 
November. Proposals are then brought to the Educational Services Committee for con-
sideration and approval in December. At the December Educational Services meeting, 
committee members will be asked to vote on each proposal. The vote will occur after 
being presented with a summary of the CII’s discussion and advisory vote. Kathi 
Stebbins-Hintz, Director of Curriculum and Instruction will be present to explain the cur-
riculum proposals. Each proposal is listed below, along with a corresponding 
attachment. 
 
1. Physics-Force and Motion, and Physics-Forms of Energy (Attachment E) 
2. Principles of Chemistry and Chemistry Applications (Attachment F) 
3. Grade 7-8 Mathematics (Attachment G) 
4. Outdoor Education (Winter) & Individual and Dual Winter Lifetime (Attachment H) 

 
D. Grades 6-9 Trimester Schedule 
 

In September of 2015, the Educational Services Committee was updated on the 
progress of the Grades 6-9 Scheduling Committee.  At that time, the committee 
had been gathering feedback on a scheduling proposal.  Since that time, the sched-
ule has been revised several times based on teacher feedback, in an attempt to 
make the proposal as beneficial for students as possible.  Attachment I sets out the 
most current proposal, along with implementation suggestions.  Members of the 
scheduling committee will be present to discuss the current proposal with Commit-
tee members.     

 
E. Wisconsin Student Assessment System (WSAS) Update 

 
The following information from the Department of Public Instruction was shared via 
the District Assessment Coordinator (DAC) Digest on October 21, 2015. 

 
Embargo Originally, Badger and Grade 11 ACT results were planned for public release in Octo-
ber. We are now unsure of the time frame, with hopes for the public release yet this calendar 
year. The reason for this is multifaceted. First, we want our public data to have continuity from 
year to year. Even though we have switched assessments, we want the data to look similar so 
there is no confusion about what is being reported. We have moved from one vendor (CTB) 
giving us all our data in a similar format to multiple vendors (ACT, ACT Aspire, Badger, DLM) in 
a variety of formats. The building of the new dashboards, when taking these changes into  
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account, is a massive effort. Further, we also want to display the proficiency of all students 
within a district. This requires us to merge data from DLM (which was just received a few weeks 
ago) with all of our other assessments. Finally, we need to check our data carefully once it is all 
put together so that it clearly shows who has taken a test, what tests have been taken, what 
proficiencies have been attained, and does not inadvertently display any individual student 
identifiable information. We know your school boards and other community members have likely 
been asking you for this important information. OSA and the WISEdash teams appreciate your 
patience to ensure that we provide you and the public with the best and most reliable data pos-
sible. 

 
V. Consent Agenda Items 

 
 Committee members will be asked to decide which items should be placed on the 
 consent agenda for the regular Board of Education meeting. 
 

VI. Future Agenda Items/Information Requests 
 
 Agenda items are determined by the Committee Chair after consultation with  
 appropriate administration depending upon other agenda items, presentation  
 information, and agenda availability. 
 
 Future agenda items/information requests include, but are not limited to: 

 
• Elementary Health Acquisition (December) 
• Wisconsin Student Assessment System (WSAS) Results (December) 
• Grade Advancement Policies (December) 
• 6-9 Schedule (December) 
• Curriculum Proposals (December) 
• Lincoln High School Trimester Schedule Update (December)  
• Lincoln High School Site Review (December) 
• ALICE Introduction (December) 
• Elementary Language Arts Curriculum (January) 
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Council for Instructional Improvement Ballot 
October 28, 2015 

 
 
Elementary Report Cards:  26 Yes   0 No   0 Unsure 
 
Comments: 

• Amazing job team!  Pros outweigh the cons.  I’d love as teacher and parent to have this in my child’s or students’ academic 
history.  

• Clear and concise.  Down the line we need to think more about introducing grades to 6th graders so they aren’t in shock. 
• Lots of great collaborative work has gone into this process! 
• Clearly defined – online access for parents and teachers! 
• Understandable for parents 
• 100 minute time block @ 6-7 concerns me with being too lengthy.  I like the amount of electives students have.  6-7 should also 

be laid out in the tri version as EJH and LHS is. 
• As long as this remains a “living document.”  Standard will need to be changed to better reflect what we are teaching. 
• Very well done – thoughtful! 
• Looking forward to seeing this implemented? 
• Excellent change for the elementary teachers. 
• A lot of work to make them clear 
• Communication with parents is my only concern.  First year will have steep learning curve, will get more familiar after that. 

 
 
Civics Exam Administration:  24 Yes   0 No   0 Unsure 
 
Comments: 

• Sounds great! 
• I can’t wait to take it myself ! 
• Fun choices on some questions. 
• Wh___ at including question American Government vs. History courses.  Passing w/B or better = passed Civics. 
• Great 
• As written 
• Done Deal!! 

 

Attachment B 
















































































