
AGENDA 

 
The Wisconsin open meetings law requires that the Board, or Board Committee, only take action on subject matter that is noticed on their respective agendas.  Persons wishing to place items on the 
agenda should contact the District Office at 715-424-6701, at least seven working days prior to the meeting date for the item to be considered.  The item may be referred to the appropriate committee or 
placed on the Board agenda as determined by the Superintendent and/or Board president. 
 
With advance notice, efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of persons with disabilities by providing a sign language interpreter or other auxiliary aids, by calling 715-424-6701. 
 
School Board members may attend the above Committee meeting(s) for information gathering purposes.  If a quorum of Board members should appear at any of the Committee meetings, a regular 
School Board meeting may take place for purposes of gathering information on an item listed on one of the Committee agendas.  If such a meeting should occur, the date, time, and location of the 
Board meeting will be that of the particular Committee as listed on the Committee agenda. 

 
Wisconsin Rapids Board of Education 

Educational Services Committee 
510 Peach Street · Wisconsin Rapids, WI  54494 · (715) 424-6701 

 
Anne Lee, Chairman 

John Benbow, Jr. 
Katie Bielski-Medina 

Larry Davis 
Sandra Hett 

Mary Rayome 
John Krings, President 

LOCATION:  Board of Education, 510 Peach Street, Wisconsin Rapids, WI 
            Conference Room A/B 
 
TIME:  Immediately following the Business Services Committee and Personnel Services  
    Committee meetings, but not before 6:15 p.m. 

 
I. Call to Order 

 

II. Public Comment 
 

III. Actionable Items 
A. Board Policy 323.2 Special Observance Days and Board Policy 323.2 Rule Special 

Observance Days – First Reading 
 

IV. Updates 
A. Spotlight School Grant – Howe Elementary School 
B. Curriculum Proposals:  Modifications, New Courses, and Graduation Requirements 

1. Increase High School Graduation Requirements 
2. Global Education Achievement Certificate:  Diploma Endorsement 
3. IT Fundamentals I:  Graduation Requirement 
4. New Course Proposals 

a. Engineering Design and Development 
b. Mobility, Fitness and Nutrition 
c. English 250 
d. Business Exploration 7 

5. Course Modification Proposals:  Blended/On-line 
a. Principles of Economics 
b. English 101, 102, and 250 

6.  Course Modification Proposal:  Math Equivalency Proposal 
a. Digital Electronics 

7. Course Modification Proposals:  Increase Length/Credits for Course 
a. AP Psychology 
b. AP Calculus A/B 
c. Courses Approved with Adoption of Trimester Schedule 

 

V. Consent Agenda Items 
 

VI. Future Agenda Items/Information Requests 
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Anne Lee, Chairman 

John Benbow, Jr. 
Katie Bielski-Medina 

Larry Davis 
Sandra Hett 

Mary Rayome 
John Krings, President 

 
LOCATION: Board of Education, 510 Peach Street, Wisconsin Rapids, WI 
   Conference Room A/B 
 
TIME: Immediately following the Business Services Committee and Personnel Services  
  Committee meetings, but not before 6:15 p.m. 
 
I. Call to Order 

 
II. Public Comment 

 
III. Actionable Items 

 
A. Board Policy 323.2 Special Observance Days and Board Policy 323.2 Rule Special 

Observance Days – First Reading (Attachments A and B) 
 
The administration recommends eliminating Board Policy 323.2 Rule Special 
Observance Days for first reading. 

 
IV. Updates 

 
A. Spotlight School Grant – Howe School 

 
Howe Elementary School was once again identified as a School of Recognition by the Wis-
consin Department of Public Instruction (DPI).  Howe was recognized because of their 
outstanding academic performance in spite of their free and reduced lunch rate.  This is the 
seventh consecutive year Howe has been a School of Recognition.  Because of this, the 
staff at Howe was eligible to apply for and has received Spotlight School Grants in both 
2013-14 and 2014-15.  Matt Renwick, Principal of Howe Elementary School will be present 
to update the committee on the status of Howe’s Spotlight School Grant.  

 
B. Curriculum Proposals:  Modifications, New Courses, and Graduation Requirements 

 
Board Policy 332 Experimental/Innovative Programs, Board Policy 332.1 – Exhibit 1-Pro-
cess Guidelines for Requesting New Courses Form, and Board Policy 332.2 – Exhibit 2-
Process Guidelines for Pilot Programs or Curriculum Modifications Form, set out the 
requirements for proposals to add or modify courses or curriculum in Wisconsin Rapids 
Public Schools (WRPS).   Any proposals for course or curriculum additions or modifications 
are submitted to the Director of Curriculum and Instruction for consideration no later than 
the end of September.  In addition, before being submitted for consideration, such 
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proposals must be reviewed by relevant Council for Instructional Improvement (CII) Sub-
Committees and building leadership committees.  After review by the necessary commit-
tees, proposals are brought to the District CII Committee for review in October.  The CII 
then casts an advisory vote on each proposal in November.  Curriculum proposals are 
brought to the Educational Services Committee for review in November.  Proposals are 
then brought to the Educational Services Committee for consideration and approval in 
December. 
 
There are several curriculum proposals being brought forward this school year.  The 
increase in proposals is the result of a rapidly changing landscape in curriculum and 
instruction, along with several state and district initiatives.  Global competition and interde-
pendence, increased demand in the manufacturing job sector, exponential increases in the 
use of technology, and the transition to the trimester at the high school, have created the 
need for several curriculum modifications and additions. 
 
At the December Educational Services meeting, committee members will be asked to vote 
on each proposal.  The vote will occur after being presented with a summary of the CII’s 
discussion and advisory vote.   
 
Kathi Stebbins-Hintz, Director of Curriculum and Instruction will be present to explain the 
curriculum proposals.   Each proposal is listed below, along with a corresponding attach-
ment.   
 
1. Increase High School Graduation Requirements  (Attachment C) 

 
2. Global Education Achievement Certificate:  Diploma Endorsement (Attachment D) 

 
3. IT Fundamentals I:  Graduation Requirement (Attachment E) 

 
4. New Course Proposals 

a. Engineering Design and Development (Attachment F) 
b. Mobility, Fitness and Nutrition (Attachment G) 
c. English 250 (Attachment H) 
d. Exploratory Business 7 (Attachment I) 

 
5. Course Modification Proposals:  Blended/On-line 

a. Principles of Economics (Attachment J) 
b. English 101, 102, and 250 (Attachment H) 

 
6. Course Modification Proposal:  Math Equivalency Proposal 

a. Digital Electronics  (Attachment K) 
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7. Course Modification Proposals: Increase Length/Credits for Course 
a. AP Psychology (Attachment L) 
b. AP Calculus A/B (Attachment M) 
c. Course Changes Approved with Adoption of Trimester Schedule:  Music Perfor-

mance Courses, Petro, and Building Construction 
 

V. Consent Agenda Items 
 
Committee members will be asked to decide which items should be placed on the consent 
agenda for the regular Board of Education meeting. 
 

VI. Future Agenda Items/Information Requests 
 
Agenda items are determined by the Committee Chair after consultation with appropriate 
administration depending upon other agenda items, presentation information, and agenda 
availability. 

 
• Curriculum Proposals:  Modifications, New Courses, and Graduation Requirements  
 (December) 
• Supplemental Pay for Professional Development (December) 
• Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) Title Update (December) 
• Board Policy Changes as Necessitated by Course Options (December) 
• Language Arts Curriculum Update (January) 
• RtI Document Update (January) 
• Board Policy 345.5 Graduation Requirements (January) 
• Elementary Health Curriculum Update (January) 
• Business-Education Partnership/STEM Update (February) 
• Strategic Plan Update (February) 



323.2    SPECIAL OBSERVANCE DAYS 
 
 
The administration, along with teaching staff, shall be responsible for providing appropriate activities for the 
observance of special days outlined in state law. 
 
If any observance day falls on a weekend, the observance shall be on a school day immediately preceding or 
following such day. 
 
 
 
 
LEGAL REF.:    Sections 118.02 Wisconsin Statutes 
                           118.025 
 
CROSS REF.:     323.2-Rule, Special Observance Days 
     WREA Agreement 
 
 
APPROVED:   April 9, 2001 
    TBD 
 

ATTACHMENT A 
DRAFT – First Reading 

ESC Meeting – 11/3/14 

323.2-1                      WISCONSIN RAPIDS PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin 

 
 



323.2    RULE - SPECIAL OBSERVANCE DAYS 
 
 
The following days shall be appropriately observed in the School District of Wisconsin Rapids: 
 
 September 16 Mildred Fish Harnack Day 
 September 17 U.S. Constitution Day 
 September 28 Frances Willard Day 
 Wednesday (Third week 
   of September) Wisconsin Day 
 October 9 Leif Erikson Day 
 October 12 Columbus Day 
 November 11 Veterans Day 
 January 15 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
 February 12 Abraham Lincoln's Birthday 
 February 15 Susan B. Anthony's Birthday 
 February 22 George Washington's Birthday 
 March 4 Casimir Pulaski Day 
 April 13 American Creed Day 
 April 22 Environmental Awareness Day 
 June 14 Robert M. LaFollette, Sr. Day 
 
The last Friday in April shall be observed as Arbor Day, unless another day is designated by the Governor.   
 
 
 
 
APPROVED: April 9, 2001 
 

ATTACHMENT B 
DRAFT – First Reading 

ESC Meeting – 11/03/14 

DELETE 
ENTIRE RULE 

323.2R-1                      WISCONSIN RAPIDS PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin 
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