
 
The Wisconsin open meetings law requires that the Board, or Board Committee, only take action on subject matter that is noticed on their respective agendas.  Persons wishing to place items on the 
agenda should contact the District Office at 715-424-6701, at least seven working days prior to the meeting date for the item to be considered.  The item may be referred to the appropriate committee or 
placed on the Board agenda as determined by the Superintendent and/or Board president. 
 
With advance notice, efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of persons with disabilities by providing a sign language interpreter or other auxiliary aids, by calling 715-424-6701. 
 
School Board members may attend the above Committee meeting(s) for information gathering purposes.  If a quorum of Board members should appear at any of the Committee meetings, a regular 
School Board meeting may take place for purposes of gathering information on an item listed on one of the Committee agendas.  If such a meeting should occur, the date, time, and location of the 
Board meeting will be that of the particular Committee as listed on the Committee agenda. 

 

AGENDA 

 
Wisconsin Rapids Board of Education 

Educational Services Committee 
510 Peach Street · Wisconsin Rapids, WI  54494 · (715) 424-6701 

 
Anne Lee, Chairman 

John Benbow, Jr. 
Katie Bielski-Medina 

Larry Davis 
Sandra Hett 

Mary Rayome 
John Krings, President 

 
 
 
 
LOCATION:  Board of Education, 510 Peach Street, Wisconsin Rapids, WI 
            Conference Room A/B 
 
TIME:  Immediately following the Business Services Committee and Personnel Services  
    Committee meetings, but not before 6:15 p.m. 
 

 
I. Call to Order 

 
II. Public Comment 

 
III. Actionable Items 

 
A. Board Policy 343.4-Course Options Program and Board Policy 343.4-RULE Procedures 

for Handling Course Applications Through Course Options Program 
 

IV. Updates 
A. School and District Report Cards, 2013-14 
B. ACT Results, 2013-14 
C. Next Generation Technology Assessment, Spring of 2014 
D. Renaissance Learning Guidelines 
E. CII Parent Representatives 
F. Charter School Reports – THINK Academy and Mead Elementary Charter School 
G. Schools of Recognition 

 
V. Consent Agenda Items 

 
VI. Future Agenda Items/Information Requests 
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LOCATION: Board of Education, 510 Peach Street, Wisconsin Rapids, WI 
   Conference Room A/B 
 
TIME: Immediately following the Business Services Committee and Personnel Services  
  Committee meetings, but not before 6:15 p.m. 
 

 
I. Call to Order 

 
II. Public Comment 

 
III. Actionable Items 

 
A. Board Policy 343.4-Course Options Program and Board Policy 343.4-RULE Proce-

dures for Handling Course Applications Through Course Options Program 
 
Course Options was created in Wisconsin statutes through a provision in the 
2013-15 Wisconsin State Budget which repealed and recreated the Part-Time 
Open Enrollment statute.  In the spring of 2014, Wis. Stats. Sec. 118.52 pertain-
ing to Course Options was enacted into law.  Under this statute, students enrolled 
in a Wisconsin public school district may apply to take up to two courses at a time 
at an educational institution other than their resident school, at no cost to the 
student.  Participating students remain enrolled in their resident school district for 
the majority of their classes, and the resident school district is responsible for the 
cost of the course.  Districts can require students to pay for any entrance exam 
and application fee expenses.  The Course Options statute identifies educational 
institutions as:  a nonresident public school district, charter schools, technical 
colleges, the University of Wisconsin System, tribal colleges, nonprofit institutions 
of higher education, and DPI approved nonprofit organizations.  Interested stu-
dents must apply to the educational institution in which the student wishes to 
take the course no later than six weeks before the start of the course.  Late 
applications may be refused.  The educational institution may deny a Course 
Options application for the following reasons: 

 
• Space is not available in the course. 
• The student does not meet the educational institution’s criteria for being 

admitted to the course (e.g., grades, prerequisites, discipline). 
• The student is not enrolled in a Wisconsin public school district. 
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The resident school district may deny a student’s application if: 
 
• The requested course does not conform to or support the student’s academic 

and career plan, if any. 
• The requested course does not satisfy a high school graduation requirement 

under Wis. Stats. Sec. 118.33. 
 
The resident school district must deny a Course Options application if it is deter-
mined that the requested course conflicts with the student’s Individualized 
Education Program (IEP).   

 
Board Policy 343.4-Course Options Program and Board Policy 343.4-RULE Proce-
dures for Handling Course Applications Through Course Options Program have 
been written to ensure Board policies are in compliance with the Course Options 
legislation.  Attachments A and B set out the proposed policy and rule.  As a result 
of the Course Options Program, a number of other WRPS Board policies related to 
topics such as part time open enrollment and transfer of credit are being 
reviewed.  These related policies will be brought forward for Board consideration 
in the coming months. 
 
Currently, Wisconsin Rapids Public Schools (WRPS) has one student taking two 
courses through the Course Options Program at Mid-State Technical College.  Two 
students have applied to take courses during the spring semester.  It is 
anticipated that a number of applications which might typically be processed 
through the Youth Options program will likely be processed under Course Options 
in the future. 
 
The administration recommends approval of Board Policy 343.4-Course Options 
Program and Board Policy 343.4-RULE Procedures for Handling Course Applica-
tions Through Course Options Program for first reading. 

 
IV. Updates 

 
A. School and District Report Cards, 2013-14 

 
In September, the results of the 2013-14 Wisconsin School and District Report 
Cards were released to the public.  Attachment C sets out report card results for 
WRPS schools.  Attachment C also shows school district results from the Wisconsin 
Valley Conference as well as Wood County.  Attachment D sets out report card 
results and Free and Reduced Lunch percentages for Wisconsin Valley Schools and 
other area schools. 
 
Report Card results are based on student achievement, student growth, closing the 
achievement gap, graduation rate, attendance rate, ACT participation and perfor-
mance and test participation rate.  WRPS exceeded the state score in each of these 
areas with the exception of student growth and ACT participation and performance.  
WRPS was rated as “exceeds expectations” and had the highest score in the Wis-
consin Valley Conference and Wood County. 
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B. ACT Results, 2013-14 
 
Wisconsin’s average composite ACT score was 22.2, making Wisconsin the second 
in the nation on the ACT assessment.  The students represent 73 percent of public 
and private high school graduates.  During the 2014-15 school year, all Wisconsin 
public school juniors will take the ACT assessment. 
 
Attachment E sets out the 2014 ACT report for WRPS.  WRPS ranked slightly below 
Wisconsin’s average with a composite score of 22.1.   
 

C. Next Generation Technology Assessment, Spring of 2014 
 
The state of Wisconsin requires that all 8th grade students demonstrate competency 
on the Wisconsin Information and Technology Standards.  WRPS has assessed our 
students’ competency by administering the Next Generation Technology Assess-
ment to all 8th grade students in the spring for the past four school years.  Below 
are the results of this assessment, along with more detailed results set out in 
Attachment F. 

 
 2011            39.95%  Proficient and Advanced 
 2012            65.29%  Proficient and Advanced 
 2013            84.32%  Proficient and Advanced 
 2014            76.23%  Proficient and Advanced 
 
WRPS students have demonstrated profound improvements in the standards of 
research and information fluency and critical thinking and problem solving.  Stand-
ards that continue to need improvement are in the areas of digital citizenship, and 
technology operations and concepts. 
 

D. Renaissance Learning Guidelines 
 
With the implementation of Response to Intervention (RtI) in the 2013-14 school 
year, the use of Renaissance Learning Products has expanded to more grade levels.  
In addition to their earlier use as teaching supplements, STAR Reading and STAR 
Math are being used as required screeners at many grade levels, and Accelerated 
Math is being used as a math intervention. 
 
In an effort to ensure the Renaissance products that are being used as screeners 
and interventions are being administered with fidelity, as required by RtI, both the 
Math CII and Language Arts CII developed Guidelines for Renaissance Learning 
Products.  These Guidelines are set out in Attachments G, H and I.  These attach-
ments will also become a part of the updated RtI Guidebook for WRPS. 
 

E. Council for Instructional Improvement (CII) Parent Representatives 
 

In addition to teachers and administrators, the CII has parent representatives who 
apply to become members of the committee.  These parents serve three year 
rotating terms.  This year, there were eight parents who requested applications to 
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serve on the CII.  Applications must be turned in no later than Friday, October 2, 
2014.  At the WRPS School Board Meeting on Monday, October 13, two parents 
from the eight will be recommended to the Board for membership on the CII, to 
serve in 2014-15, 2015-16, and 2016-17. 

 
F. Charter School Reports – THINK Academy and Mead Elementary Charter School 

 
THINK Academy Principal Tina Wallner, and Mead Elementary Charter School Princi-
pal Margie Dorshorst will both be present to give an update on the status of their 
schools.  Both principals will share accomplishments of the 2013-14 school year, as 
well as plans and goals for the 2014-15 school year. 
 

G. Schools of Recognition 
 
Howe Elementary School, Mead Elementary Charter School, and Grove Elementary 
School were identified as Schools of Recognition by the Wisconsin Department of 
Public Instruction (DPI).  Each school was recognized because of their high free and 
reduced lunch rate in combination with their outstanding performance on School 
Report Card indicators.    

 
Because Howe School has been a School of Recognition for over seven consecutive 
years, they were eligible to apply and receive the Spotlight School Grant for 2013-
14 and 2014-15.  Matt Renwick will be present at the November Educational Ser-
vices meeting to update the committee on the status of Howe’s Spotlight School 
Grant. 

 
V. Consent Agenda Items 

 
 Committee members will be asked to decide which items should be placed on the 
 consent agenda for the regular Board of Education meeting. 

 
VI. Future Agenda Items/Information Requests 

 
 Agenda items are determined by the Committee Chair after consultation with  
 appropriate administration depending upon other agenda items, presentation  
 information, and agenda availability. 
 
 Future agenda items/information requests include, but are not limited to: 
 

• Spotlight School Grant-Howe School (November) 
• New Course Proposals and Revisions-Discussion (November) 
• Graduation Credit Changes-Discussion (November) 
• Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) Title Update (November) 
• Language Arts Curriculum Update (November) 
• RtI Document Update (December) 
• New Course Proposals and Revisions (December) 
• Supplemental Pay for Professional Development (December) 
• Graduation Credit Changes and Board Policy 345.5 Graduation Requirements 

(December) 
• Health Curriculum Update (December) 
• Business-Education Partnership/STEM Update (December) 
• Strategic Plan Update (January) 



343.4 COURSE OPTIONS PROGRAM 
 
 
Resident Students Attending Individual Courses in Other Educational Institutions 
Any student enrolled full-time in a public school in the District may apply to take a course(s) in 
another educational institution under the “Course Options” program in accordance with state law.  A 
student may attend no more than two courses at the same time in another educational institution 
under this program. 
 
The District shall deny a resident student’s application to attend a course(s) in another educational 
institution under the “Course Options” program if: 
 

1. The student’s application was not submitted in the manner and within the time limits 
established by state law; 

 
2. The course conflicts with the student’s individualized education program (IEP); 
 
3. The course does not conform to or support the student’s formal academic and career plan, if 

the student has developed any such plan; or 
 
4. The course does not satisfy a high school graduation requirement. 

 
Course Options application forms should be submitted to the Course Options Coordinator located at 
the District office who will, in turn, involve any other relevant personnel to process the 
application.  A decision concerning the acceptance or denial of an application will be made in 
collaboration with the Building Principal after consideration of the application. 
 
Excluding any personal use items, if any books or other necessary materials are required for the 
course but not provided by the educational institution that is offering the course, the District will pay 
in accordance with the requirements set out in State Statutes.  Books, materials, and equipment 
purchased by the school district must be returned to the District upon completion of the course unless 
other arrangements are made.  If a student intends to keep the books, materials or equipment, or 
loses, damages, or destroys them, the District’s policy on return of books and equipment applies, and 
students will be responsible to pay for any books, materials and equipment paid for by the District.   
 
To the extent required by any state law or by the Department of Public Instruction (DPI) regulation 
or DPI procedure, the District shall process the “Course Options” application of any nonresident 
student whose primary school enrollment and attendance is within the public schools of the District 
as though the student were a resident student seeking to take a course outside the District.  In other 
words, in any situation where the District is required to fulfill the requirements of a resident school 
district under the “Course Options” program, the District shall do so. 
 
Entrance Requirements for Students Applying to Attend Educational Institution 
Students are responsible to meet any entrance and prerequisite requirements for the institution to 
which they are applying to attend under Course Options.  This includes the scheduling and payment 
for any necessary placement testing and/or transcripts. 
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Dropping/Withdrawing from Course Options Courses 
Students who applied and have indicated their intent to participate in a Course Options course are 
expected to attend and adhere to all requirements of the course.  If a student withdraws from the 
course during the first seven (7) instructional days of the term at the school they enrolled in through 
Course Options, the student will receive a “W” on his/her high school transcript.  After day seven (7) 
of the term at the school in which the student enrolls through Course Options, a student who drops 
the course will receive a grade of “F” on his/her high school transcript unless there are extenuating 
circumstances determined by the administration. 
 
After the first seven (7) days of the Lincoln High School trimester, a student who withdraws/drops 
out of a Course Options course will return to Lincoln and be placed in a study hall.  The student will 
not be able to add a class at Lincoln High School or earn high school credit for the time they would 
have been in the Course Options course. 
 
Transfer of Credit 
Students may transfer in a maximum equivalent of 3.0 Lincoln High School credits.  Each 1.0 credit 
that is earned at an institution of higher education will be counted and transfer in as .25 of high 
school credit.   
 
Credits earned at a recognized and accredited public or private high school may be accepted as 
recorded by said school.  Religion courses are not accepted. 
 
In order to receive credit for the coursework, it is the student’s responsibility to provide an official 
transcript from the educational institution they attended under Course Options.  The transcript is to 
be received by the high school within two weeks of course completion, or a grade of “F” will be 
posted on the student’s high school transcript, and no credit will transfer in. 
 
Nonresident Students Attending Individual Courses in the District 
Nonresident public school students residing within the State of Wisconsin may apply to take a 
course(s) in the District under the “Course Options” program in accordance with state law and 
established procedures.  Students may attend no more than two courses at the same time in the 
District and/or in any other educational institution under the “Course Options” program.  The District 
will deny any application that is not submitted in the manner and within the time limits established 
under state law and applicable District procedures. 
 
Course Options application forms from nonresident students should be directed to the Course 
Options Coordinator located at the District office.  The Building Principal of the school at which a 
student has applied to take a course will be involved in reviewing any Course Options applications 
which pertain to their school.  A determination to accept or deny the application will be made in 
accordance with the same criteria used for making course-related eligibility decisions for students 
who are District residents (e.g., space availability in the course, meeting course prerequisites, 
academic requirements, conduct-related requirements, etc.).  Preference shall, however, be given for 
attendance in a course to any otherwise-eligible student whose primary school enrollment and 
attendance is within the public schools of the District, then to applicants under the Course Options 
program, and then to residents of the District who are otherwise entitled to apply to take the course 
under state law or under any Board policy.  If the District receives more student applications to 



 

attend a course than there are spaces available, determination of which students to accept shall be 
made on a random basis in accordance with established procedures. 
 
A nonresident student shall not be permitted to take a course under this policy during the term of 
his/her expulsion from the District or from another school to the same extent that the District would 
deny the student’s request, if he/she were a resident of the District, to enroll and take courses as a 
full-time student during the term of his/her expulsion.  Other conduct-related criteria that the District 
would apply to determine the course eligibility of a resident student shall also be applied to 
nonresident student applications. 
 
The District shall provide equal opportunities for students with disabilities to attend courses in the 
District under the “Course Options” program.  However, if a question arises as to possible course 
accommodations or modifications for a student with a disability, or as to the District’s ability to 
implement the student’s IEP, the District shall contact the student’s parent or guardian and involve 
representatives of the school(s) responsible for the IEP to the extent necessary and appropriate. 
 
Nonresident students attending courses in the District will have all of the rights and privileges of 
similarly-situated resident students and will be subject to the same policies and rules as similarly-
situated resident students, except that the District shall not charge to or receive from the student any 
payment other than the payment that the student’s resident school district makes to the District 
pursuant to state law. 
 
Provisions Applicable to All Students Seeking to Attend Courses Under This Policy 
 
Transportation to and from any course(s) taken under this policy shall be the sole responsibility of 
the student’s parent or guardian, unless state or federal law otherwise requires the student’s resident 
school district or the educational institution that is offering the course to provide transportation. 
 
Following the District’s initial acceptance of any course application(s) under this policy, the parent or 
guardian must provide timely written notice to the District confirming the student’s intent to attend 
the specific course(s).  If this confirming notice is not received by the District prior to the date the 
course is scheduled to begin, the student will not be permitted to attend the course under this policy. 
 
LEGAL REF.: Wisconsin State Statutes Sections 
 118.13, 118.145(4), 118.52, 118.53, 118.55 
 
CROSS REF.: Board Policy ____________ 
 
APPROVED: TBD 
 



343.4 RULE PROCEDURES FOR HANDLING COURSE APPLICATIONS 
THROUGH COURSE OPTIONS PROGRAM 

 
A. Definitions 
 
For purposes of these procedures implementing the “Course Options” program within the District, the 
following definitions apply: 
 

1. District means the Wisconsin Rapids School District. 
 

2. Educational Institution includes a public school in a nonresident school district, the University 
of Wisconsin System, a technical college, a nonprofit institution of higher education, a tribal 
college, a charter school, and any nonprofit organization that has been approved by the Wisconsin 
Department of Public Instruction (DPI). 

 
3. Resident School District means the school district in which the student who is taking a course or 

making a course application resides for purposes of determining school attendance. 
 

4. District Student means a student whose primary school enrollment and attendance is within the 
public schools of the District (including, for example, all full-time students of the District and all 
students who are attending school in the District under full-time open enrollment). 

 
5. Resident Student means a public school student for whom the District is required to fulfill the 

requirements of the resident school district under the “Course Options” program when the student 
is seeking to take a course outside the District. 

 
6. Nonresident Student means a public school student who does not reside in the District and who 

is permitted by law to apply to take a course in the District under the “Course Options” program. 
 
B. Resident Student Applications to Take Courses Outside the District 
 

1. Students who are seeking to take a course outside of the District under the “Course Options” 
program shall use the DPI-approved application form and shall initially submit the application 
form to the educational institution that is offering the course in the time period required by the 
institution.  The educational institution offering the course is responsible for forwarding a copy of 
the application to the District central office, but the District recommends that the applicant 
contact the District to confirm that the District has, in fact, received a copy of the application. 

 
2. Upon receipt of a copy of a resident student’s application to attend a course(s) in another 

educational institution under the “Course Options” law, the Course Options Coordinator shall 
forward the application to the Building Principal for review and action.  For students with 
disabilities who have an Individualized Educational Plan (IEP), a staff person with sufficient 
knowledge of the requirements of the student’s IEP shall be involved in processing the course 
application(s). 

 
3. All applications received shall be reviewed using the criteria outlined in Board policy. 

 
a. If the student’s application was not submitted in the manner and within the time limits 

established by state law, it shall be denied. 

ATTACHMENT B 
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b. If the course application is from a student with a disability who has an IEP, the application 

shall be reviewed with the IEP to determine whether the student’s attendance in the course 
would result in a denial of a free appropriate public education (FAPE) as defined with 
reference to the IEP, or otherwise conflict with the goals, placement, or other material 
provisions within the IEP.  The course application shall be denied if it conflicts with the 
student’s IEP. 

 
c. If the course does not conform to or support the student’s formal academic and career plan, if 

the student has developed any such plan, the course application shall be denied. 
 
d. If the course does not satisfy a high school graduation requirement, the course application 

shall be denied. 
 

4. If the application is denied, the applicant’s parent or guardian and the educational institution to 
which the application was made shall be notified, in writing, that the application has been 
denied.  This notification shall be made no later than one week prior to the date the course is 
scheduled to commence and shall include the reason(s) for the denial and notify the parent or 
guardian of the applicant’s right to appeal the denial to the DPI. 

 
5. If the District notifies the applicant that his/her application has been accepted, then the applicant’s 

parent or guardian must provide timely written notice to the District confirming the student’s 
intent to attend the specific course(s).  If this confirming notice is not received by the District 
prior to the date the course is scheduled to begin, the student will not be permitted to attend the 
course under the “Course Options” program.  Parents/students will acknowledge (by signature) 
their understanding of the Course Options process and any potential effects on the student’s 
educational outcome as a result of participating in the Course Options program. 

 
C. Nonresident Student Applications to Take Courses in the District 
 

1. The parent or guardian of a nonresident student who wishes to take a course(s) in a public school 
in the District shall submit the DPI-approved application form to the District.  The application 
shall specify the course that the student wishes to take and may specify the school(s) at which the 
student wishes to take the course.  The District will deny the application if it is submitted less 
than six weeks prior to the date the course is scheduled to commence. 

 
2. The District shall promptly send a copy of the application to the student’s resident school district, 

along with a request that the resident school district immediately send the District a copy of the 
student’s relevant education records, including applicable disciplinary records. 

 
3. Upon receipt of the application, it will also be forwarded internally to the Building Principal, who 

will be responsible for reviewing and acting on the course application.  All applications shall be 
reviewed and acted upon using the criteria outlined in Board policy.  If the District receives more 
registration/applications for a course from students who are otherwise eligible to attend the course 
than there are spaces available, the District shall give preference in attending the course to 
students in the following priority order: 

 
First Priority:  District students, who shall be approved to attend the course on a rolling basis 
pursuant to the District’s regular course registration procedures. 

 



Second Priority:  Nonresident public school students who have applied to attend courses at the 
District under the Course Options program shall have their application reviewed next.  If there are 
more applications than spaces available, the determination of who will be approved shall be made 
on a random basis.  The random process will be conducted by numbering each eligible 
application and placing the application numbers in a container, and conducting a blind drawing.  
The random selection process shall be conducted in the presence of at least two staff members. 
 
If there is still space in the course for additional students, consideration will then be given to 
students who, although not District students, are residents of the District and are otherwise 
entitled to apply to take the course under state law or under any applicable Board policy, 
including resident private school students and District residents attending home-based private 
education programs who apply to attend the course under any part-time public school attendance 
option established by state law, and provided that the District has received the student’s 
application or registration request at least six weeks prior to the date the course is scheduled to 
begin.  If there are more applications than spaces available, the determination of who will be 
approved shall be made on a random basis.  The random process will be conducted by numbering 
each eligible application and placing the application numbers in a container, and conducting a 
blind drawing.  The random selection process shall be conducted in the presence of at least two 
staff members. 

 
4. Not earlier than the District processes each group of applications as identified above, and no later 

than one week prior to the date the course is scheduled to commence, the District shall notify the 
applicant and any relevant resident school board, in writing, of whether the application has been 
accepted or denied.  If accepted, the acceptance shall identify the school at which the student may 
attend the course.  The acceptance applies only for the following semester, school year, or other 
session in which the course is offered.  If the application is denied, the notice shall include the 
reason for the denial.  If it is a Course Options application being denied, notification will also be 
provided of an applicant’s right to appeal the denial to the DPI. 

 
5. If the District notifies the applicant that his/her application has been accepted, then the applicant’s 

parent or guardian must provide timely written notice to the District confirming the student’s 
intent to attend the specific course(s).  If this confirming notice is not received by the District 
prior to the date the course is scheduled to begin, the student will not be permitted to attend the 
course under the “Course Options” program. 

 
D. Appeals of Course Denial Decisions 
 
The parent or guardian of any student whose Course Options application was denied by the District may 
appeal the decision to the DPI within 30 days of notification of denial from the District. 
 
 
LEGAL REF.: Wisconsin State Statutes Sections 
 118.13, 118.145(4), 118.52, 118.53, 118.55 
 
CROSS REF.: Board Policy ____________ 
 
APPROVED: TBD 
















































































