
 
The Wisconsin open meetings law requires that the Board, or Board Committee, only take action on subject matter that is noticed on their respective agendas.  Persons wishing to place items on the 
agenda should contact the District Office at 715-424-6701, at least seven working days prior to the meeting date for the item to be considered.  The item may be referred to the appropriate committee or 
placed on the Board agenda as determined by the Superintendent and/or Board president. 
 
With advance notice, efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of persons with disabilities by providing a sign language interpreter or other auxiliary aids, by calling 715-424-6701. 
 
School Board members may attend the above Committee meeting(s) for information gathering purposes.  If a quorum of Board members should appear at any of the Committee meetings, a regular 
School Board meeting may take place for purposes of gathering information on an item listed on one of the Committee agendas.  If such a meeting should occur, the date, time, and location of the 
Board meeting will be that of the particular Committee as listed on the Committee agenda. 

 

AGENDA 

 
Wisconsin Rapids Board of Education 

Educational Services Committee 
510 Peach Street · Wisconsin Rapids, WI  54494 · (715) 424-6701 

 
Anne Lee, Chairman 

John Benbow, Jr. 
Katie Bielski-Medina 

Larry Davis 
Sandra Hett 

Mary Rayome 
John Krings, President 

 
 
 
 
LOCATION:  Board of Education, 510 Peach Street, Wisconsin Rapids, WI 
 Conference Room A/B 
 
TIME:  Immediately following the Business Services Committee and Personnel Services  
 Committee meetings, but not before 6:15 p.m. 
 

 
I. Call to Order 

 
II. Public Comment 

 
III. Actionable Items 

 
A. Elementary Keyboarding 
 

IV. Updates 
 

A. Elementary iPad Update 
 

V. Consent Agenda Items 
 

VI. Future Agenda Items/Information Requests 
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LOCATION: Board of Education, 510 Peach Street, Wisconsin Rapids, WI 
   Conference Room A/B 
 
TIME: Immediately following the Business Services Committee and Personnel Services  
  Committee meetings, but not before 6:15 p.m. 
 

 
I. Call to Order 

 
II. Public Comment 

 
III. Actionable Items 

 
A. Elementary Keyboarding  

 
In March of 2013, the Board of Education approved the implementation of an ele-
mentary keyboarding pilot during the first semester of the 2013-14 school year.  
This pilot involved providing six weeks of keyboarding instruction to all fifth grade 
students.  If the pilot was successful, the intent would be to implement keyboarding 
instruction for all third, fourth, and fifth grade students beginning with the 2014-15 
school year.  Third grade students would receive six weeks of instruction, and fourth 
and fifth grade students would receive three weeks of instruction.  A certified busi-
ness education teacher provides the instruction, while the classroom teacher is 
present.  This enables the classroom teacher to provide follow-up and reinforce-
ment.  The pilot proposal is set out in Attachment A. 
 
Classroom teachers and principals were surveyed after the completion of the pilot 
this fall.  The results of the pilot were overwhelmingly positive. A summary of the 
survey results are set out in Attachment B. 
 
Implementation of the pilot this year cost an additional .114 FTEs.  Implementation 
of the full program next year will cost an additional .447 FTEs.  However, after the 
2014-15 school year, the cost will be neutral due to the ability to drop keyboarding 
at the sixth grade level. 
 
The administration recommends the implementation of keyboarding in the elemen-
tary school beginning in the 2014-15 school year, with an additional .447 FTEs for 
the 2014-15 school year only. 
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IV. Updates 

 
A. Elementary iPad Update 

In January of 2013 the Board of Education approved the purchase and implementation 
of iPads as instructional tools at the elementary level.  The purchase included four 
iPads for every K-2 classroom to replace the current desktop computers.  Also included 
was a mobile iPad cart for each building to be used at grades 3-5.  In addition, each 
elementary teacher received an iPad.  Further, professional development was included. 
 
The purchase and implementation cycle that was approved is set out in Attachment C. 
 
Phil Bickelhaupt, Director of Technology, will be present to update the Board on the 
status of the elementary iPad acquisition and implementation. 

 
V. Consent Agenda Items 

 
VI. Future Agenda Items/Information Requests 

 
• Youth Options (March) 
• Strategic Plan Update (March) 
• RtI Update (March) 
• Elementary Science Curriculum (April) 
• Educator Effectiveness Update (April) 
• Code of Conduct for Co-Curriculars (April) 
• Language Arts Curriculum Update (May) 
• Renaissance Guidelines (May) 

 









Elementary Keyboarding Survey Results 
Grade 5 Teacher Survey 

 
 

Low – 1 2 3 4     5 - High 
 

1. The six week keyboarding instruction was successful in helping students gain proper 
keyboarding skills. 

0 1 0 3 9 

 
2. The six week keyboarding instruction was successful in helping students select and use 

appropriate features of a word processing software to organize and effectively 
communicate information. 

0 0 1 3 9 

 
3. There has been an improvement in the quality of student work. 

0 1 3 6 3 

 
4. The students’ comfort and confidence levels increased as a result of the six week 

keyboarding instruction. 
0 1 0 6 6 

 
5. As a classroom teacher, I am reinforcing the proper keyboarding techniques with enough 

frequency to sustain the students’ keyboarding proficiency. 
0 1 1 5 5 

 
Comments: 
 

Of course more than 6 weeks would be good for the kids. 

 The Grove 5th students loved our lessons! 
 
It was difficult to answer the last question due to the fact that keyboarding ended a week 
ago. I do plan to reinforce the techniques with the students. It was challenging to add this in 
schedule-wise, but it was totally worth every minute. 

 I think this program is beneficial to the students. 

 It was a great experience that I think should continue as I wouldn't want to attempt to teach 
this as efficiently as it was done. However, as with every other initiative implemented at the 
elementary level, what do we eliminate from our schedule for the 6 weeks? 
 
It is extremely difficult to schedule this during WKCE testing. I would prefer to teach 
keyboarding myself and be able to be more flexible about the schedule. 

 This was time consuming, but in the end, highly valuable, age appropriate, and I am thankful 
that my kids are able to type effectively now! 

 
  

Attachment B 



Elementary Keyboarding Survey Results 
Principal Survey 

 
 

Low – 1 2 3 4     5 - High 
 

1. I was able to schedule all sections of keyboarding with little difficulty in regards to the 
building’s schedule. 

1 0 0 2 2 

 
2. I was able to schedule all sections of keyboarding with little difficulty in regards to 

computer lab accessibility. 
1 0 1 1 2 

 
 
Comments: 
 

Teachers are frustrated with the time constraints it takes to make this work outside of their 
encore time. Teachers are able to teach the keyboarding skills and apply them directly to 
projects they are doing in the classroom. I would hope that as we move forward a gradual 
release of responsibility is planned with clear expectations of the requirements. 

 Having the schedule set the previous spring is essential. 
 
Howe needs more than one lab, such as ChromeBook cart, if we are to schedule three grades 
for keyboarding in the future. 

 
 




