
 
The Wisconsin open meetings law requires that the Board, or Board Committee, only take action on subject matter that is noticed on their respective agendas.  Persons wishing to place items on the 
agenda should contact the District Office at 715-424-6701, at least seven working days prior to the meeting date for the item to be considered.  The item may be referred to the appropriate committee or 
placed on the Board agenda as determined by the Superintendent and/or Board president. 
 
With advance notice, efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of persons with disabilities by providing a sign language interpreter or other auxiliary aids, by calling 715-424-6701. 
 
School Board members may attend the above Committee meeting(s) for information gathering purposes.  If a quorum of Board members should appear at any of the Committee meetings, a regular 
School Board meeting may take place for purposes of gathering information on an item listed on one of the Committee agendas.  If such a meeting should occur, the date, time, and location of the 
Board meeting will be that of the particular Committee as listed on the Committee agenda. 

 

AGENDA 

 
Wisconsin Rapids Board of Education 

Educational Services Committee 
510 Peach Street · Wisconsin Rapids, WI  54494 · (715) 424-6701 

 
Anne Lee, Chairman 

John Benbow, Jr. 
Katie Bielski-Medina 

Larry Davis 
Sandra Hett 

Mary Rayome 
John Krings, President 

 
 
 
 
LOCATION:  Board of Education, 510 Peach Street, Wisconsin Rapids, WI 

Conference Room A/B 
 
TIME:  Immediately following the Business Services Committee and Personnel Services  
 Committee meetings, but not before 6:15 p.m. 
 

 
I. Call to Order 

 
II. Public Comment 

 
III. Actionable Items 

 
No actionable items. 
 

IV. Updates 
 

A. Lincoln High School Schedule Study Update 
 

B. Skylert 
 

V. Consent Agenda Items 
 

VI. Future Agenda Items/Information Requests 
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I. Call to Order 

 
II. Public Comment 

 
III. Actionable Items 

 
No actionable items. 

 
IV. Updates 

 
A. Lincoln High School Schedule Study Update 

In April of the 2012-13 school year, a representative committee of Lincoln High School 
teachers, counselors, and administrators was formed to explore scheduling options.  
The committee was formed to explore scheduling options that would best meet the edu-
cational needs of students at Lincoln High School.   The commitment to examine 
different schedules became even more focused with the implementation of a six out of 
seven period teaching load beginning in the 2013-14 school year. 
 
The committee examined several high school scheduling options, consulted with high 
schools that utilize these options, and weighed the positives and negatives of each.  
The committee also established a list a priorities or “sacred cows” that the schedule had 
to encompass in order for the committee to consider it.  The list of priorities included: 
 
• Maintain a plethora of options/choices for students 
• Allow more than 7 credits per year 
• Preserve and enhance opportunities for courses/electives/credits 
• Consider the number of courses a student had in one day 
• Provide common planning time for teachers 
• Provide time for Special Education students to access the LRC 
• Provide time to set up and finish lab work 
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• Provide as long a class period as possible 
• Provide the opportunity for accelerated students to travel to LHS 
• Consider the demand on athletes that often leave school early 
• Provide additional prep and collaboration time for teachers 
• Create flexibility to meet the needs of various departments 
• Eliminate the obstacles to learning created by the six out of seven schedule 
• Provide time for RtI 
• Insure teachers see a reasonable number of students per day 

Types of schedules the committee examined included: 
 
• 7 period day (current schedule) 
• Block 
• Modified Block (4 and 8 periods dependent upon the day of the week) 
• A/B Block 
• Modular System 
• Block with Skinnies 
• 8 period day 
• 6 period day 
• Trimesters 
• 6 day rotation 
• 7 period with 5 and a mandatory study hall 
• Year Round (45-15 or 60-30) 
• 6 week rotation 
• 2 semesters with a Winterim 

After much study, consultation, and discussion, the committee elected to focus on the 
trimester, five period day schedule.  The committee shared information about their study 
with Lincoln High School teachers.  In addition, visits were made to Homestead High 
School and West DePere High School, both schools that have a trimester, five period 
day schedule.  Lincoln High School teachers, students, a School Board member, and 
East Junior High School teachers attended these visits.   Attachment A is a handout 
created by Homestead High School which shares information about the trimester, five 
period day schedule. 
 
Ronald Rasmussen, Principal of Lincoln High School, will be present to share the work 
of the scheduling committee, including the process they used in examining various 
schedules, their reasons for focusing on the trimester, five period day schedule, and the 
next steps they will take to implement a schedule that will best meet the educational 
needs of students at Lincoln High School.     
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B. Skylert 

Skylert is a district mass notification system and may be purchased as an add-on mod-
ule to Skyward.  The system enables texts, e-mails and phone messages to be 
delivered from individual buildings or the District to all parents/guardians listed in Sky-
ward.  Parents/guardians are able to designate how they wish to receive messages, 
whether through texting, phone calls, e-mail, or any combination of the three.  In addi-
tion, parents can designate additional parties to receive notifications such as emergency 
contacts or relatives.   Examples of how the Skylert system may be used include: 
 
• School closures and cancellations 
• Emergencies including codes yellow and red 
• Announcements, information and reminders such as conferences, concerts, and 

student events  
• On-line verification reminders (student registration) 
•  Newsletters 
• “Just in Time” Information 
• Public Relations Possibilities 

The administrative team has discussed the purchase of the Skylert mass notification 
module and is enthusiastic about the system.    The team has agreed to utilize Skylert 
for one year, and then re-evaluate its use at year end.  The contract would run from 
January to December of 2014.  The cost of the contract for one year is $9,503.00.  
Funding for the first year will come from curriculum and technology referendum dollars. 
 

V. Consent Agenda Items 
 

VI. Future Agenda Items/Information Requests 
 
• RtI Update (February) 
• Keyboarding Pilot Evaluation (February) 
• Strategic Plan Update (February) 
• Elementary I-Pad Update (February) 

 














