What can I do to help my child
reach the criteria for grade
advancement?

Because the policy focuses on multiple
measures of achievement, the progress of a
student will be assessed in a variety of ways.
Parents can help by communicating regularly
with teachers at school. Parents can also help
by taking an active interest in what happens at
school and reviewing homework.

When will I be notified if my child
has been identified under the
grade advancement policy?

At the elementary level a child study team
would need to be formed by the first full week
in February for those students being consid-
ered for retention. The decision to retain a
student will be determined by the child study
team prior to May 15.

At the middle school and junior high, an Indi-
vidual Plan of Progress (IPP) will be developed
for a student with failing grades in one or more
subject areas. The IPP will be monitored by a
child study team throughout the eighth grade
year. The final decision to retain a student will
be determined prior to May 15.

If I have additional questions,
whom can I contact?

Questions regarding the grade advancement
policy may be addressed to Roxanne Filtz,
Drector of Instruction, at 715-424-6721, ext.
1053, or Roxanne.Filtz@wrps.net.

For questions regarding special education
students, please contact Steven Hepp, Director
of Pupil Services, at 715-424-6724, ext. 1080,
or Steven.Hepp@wrps.net

Questions may also be addressed to
the building principal at your child’s
school.

Contact information is listed below:

Grant Grove
Nicole Calteux Tina Wallner
nicole.calteux@wrps.net  tina.wallner@wrps.net
(718) 424-6766 (718) 424-6769

Howe Mead
Steve Thayer Amber Applebee
steven.thayer@wrps.net amberell.applebee@wrps.net
(718) 424-6772 (715) 424-6777

THINK Academy Washington
Christine Slattery Kelly Schaeffer
christine.slattery@wrps.net  kelly.schaeffer@wrps.net
(715) 424-6784 (715) 424-61788

Woodside WR Area Middle School
Julie Kolarik Tracy Ginter
julie.kolarik@wrps.net tracy.ginter@wrps.net

(715) 424-6793 (715) 424-6740
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GRADE ADVANCEMENT QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

Which students are affected by the
policy?

Students advancing from kindergarten to
first grade, from fourth grade to fifth
grade, and from eighth grade to ninth
grade will be affected by the policy.

What criteria will be considered
for grade advancement?

The areas considered for grade advance-
ment will include the student test scores
on the state assessments
at grades 4 and 8, as well
as academic performance
and teacher recommen-
dations.

At kindergarten, multiple
criteria based on the Wis-
consin Model Early Learn-
ing Standards will be considered, as well
as teacher recommendations.

What areas will be considered for
academic performance at
kindergarten?

The following criteria, based on the Wis-

consin Model Early Learning Standards,

will be considered at kindergarten:

e Health and physical development

e Social/emotional development

e Language development and commu-
nication

e Approaches to learning

e Cognition and general development

What areas will be considered for
academic performance at grade 4?

The following areas will be considered for aca-

demic performance at grade 4:

e Student progress reports in grades 1-3

e Reading level

e  Performance on Universal Screener assess-
ments in grades K-3

o STAR Reading and STAR Math scores

What areas will be considered for
academic performance at grade 8?

The following areas will be considered for aca-

demic performance at grade 8:

e History of performance on the Wisconsin
Forward Exam

e STAR Reading scores in grades 3-5 and STAR
Math scores in grades 3-8

e Reading Inventory Lexile levels

e Acceptable attendance

e  Successful completion of all goals on the
Individual Plan of Progress

e Score of Basic or higher on the Wisconsin
Forward Exam

How will teachers make
recommendations for grade
advancement?

Teachers communicate regularly with parents
regarding student progress. Teacher recommen-
dations for grade advancement will be made
through a building Child Study Team process.
The Child Study Team will consist of the building
administrator, school psychologist, parent, guid-
ance counselor, and classroom teachers.

How do these requirements apply
to special education students?

Grade advancement is determined by the
IEP team and addressed by the student’s
Individualized Education Program (IEP).

How can parents learn more about
the Wisconsin Forward Exam and
District assessments?

Information about the Wisconsin Forward
Exam can be found on the Department of
Public Instruction’s website,
www.dpi.state.wi.us.

Additional information about District
assessments can be found by contacting
the reading and math interventionists at
your child’s school.




